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1 . IS This communication is responsive to 12/30/04 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-33 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 12/30/04 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The reference of Kim Q. Amer. 
Ceram. Soc., 1990) discusses the c/a values for zirconia combined with a number of metal oxides. Kim 
does not discuss a zirconia coating with specific thickness, formed on a ceramic layer, and underlying 
substrate and havmg the specified range of c/a. Tien 768 discusses c/a values for zirconia combined with 
metal oxides, but also does not discuss a zirconia coating, formed on a ceramic layer, and underlying 
substrate and having the specified range of c/a. Michel '832 gives values for c and a in table 1, but does 
not discuss a zirconia coating of specific thickness, formed on a ceramic layer, and underlying substrate 
and having the specified range of c/a. One of ordinary skill would not have been motivated with the 
teachings of these references, either alone or combined, to form the thermal barrier coating of the instant 
claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by appficant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and. to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

I, u A ""'^"^^ concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jemiifer C McNeil whose telephone number is 571^272^154™exa^r can 
normally be reached on 9AM'6PM. iJ^u ineexanunercan 

Debor.MnT"'^T '''f f ' ^^^^Phon, are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor 

aonll.\V ' J"""^'^ 571-2724535. The fax phone number for the organization^Xre this 
application or proceedmg is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Annlicatinn 
Woimation Retrieva PAIR) system Status information for published applications maTbe oSnT 

t^IS P~ ^ "^P"^" '^'^ app^caSs ravSle 

Lnrougn I'rivate FAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system see httoV/mir- 

direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private MIR s^stem^c^SLct the Electronic 
Busmess Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-firee). ^uniacc cne tiectromc 



Jennifer McNeil 
Primary Examiner 

PRIMAW EXAMINER 



C9 



